SEVILLE TOWNSHIP

NOISE ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-0414NOISE

SEVILLE TOWNSHIP ORDAINS:

Section 1. Prohibited noises.

(@) Generally. It is unlawful for any person to make, continue or cause to be made or continued
any loud, unnecessary or unusual noise or any noise which either annoys, disturbs, injures or
endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of others. Any violation of the
enumerated acts below constitutes a civil infraction.

(b)

Enumerated. The following acts, among others, are declared to be loud, disturbing, and
unnecessary noises in violation of this article, but this enumeration is not exclusive:

1)

()

(3)

(4)

Horns, signaling devices, etc. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any
automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle on any street or public place, except as a
danger warning, the creation by means of any such signaling device of any
unreasonably loud or harsh sound, the sounding of any such device for an unnecessary
and unreasonable period of time, the use of any horn, whistle or other device operated
by engine exhaust, and the use of any such signaling device when traffic is for any
reason held up;

Radios, phonographs, etc. Except as otherwise permitted by the Township Board, as
hereinafter prescribed, the use, operation or permitting the use or operation of any radio
or receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or other machine or device designed
for the production or reproduction of sound in such a manner as to disturb the peace,
quiet and comfort of others in the vicinity, or with a volume louder than is necessary for
convenient hearing for the person or persons who are in the room, vehicle or chamber in
which the device is operated and who are voluntary listeners. The operation of any of
the above-named devices between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. or in such a
manner that the noise is plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet from the source of the
noise will be prima facie evidence of a violation of this subsection;

Loudspeakers, amplifiers for advertising. The using, operating or permitting to be
played, used or operated any radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph,
loudspeaker, sound amplifier or other machine or device for the producing or
reproducing of sound which is cast upon the public streets for the purpose of
commercial advertising or to attract attention of the public to any building or structure;

Yelling, shouting. Except as otherwise permitted by the Township Board, as hereinafter
provided, yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, or singing on the public streets or any
other public place, between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., or at any time or
place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of persons in any office, or
in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence, or of any persons in the vicinity;



(©)

(5) Engine exhausts. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine,
stationary internal combustion engine, motor boat, or other motor vehicle except
through a muffler or other device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive
noises;

(6) Defect in vehicle or load. The use of any automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle so
out of repair, so loaded, or in such manner as to create loud and unnecessary grating,
grinding, rattling or annoyance;

(7) Loading or unloading; opening boxes. Creation of a loud and excessive noise in
connection with loading or unloading of any vehicle or the opening and destruction of
bales, boxes, crates, and containers;

(8) Construction or repair of buildings. Any construction, repair, excavation, alteration of
any building which activity is audible beyond the property lines, except between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Notwithstanding the foregoing, should the Township
Supervisor or his/her designee determine that it is in the interest of the public health and
safety to permit such activities beyond the restrictions set forth above, he may issue a
permit to such effect which permit may be for the duration of the activity or for any
lesser period as necessary to preserve the public health and safety;

(9) Schools, churches, hospitals. The creation of any excessive noise on any street adjacent
to any school, institution of learning, church, hospital, or court while the same is in
session, which interferes with the work of the institutions or which disturbs or unduly
annoys patients in the hospital, provided that conspicuous signs are displayed in such
streets indicating that the same is a street upon which a school, hospital or church or
court is located;

(10) Hawkers and peddlers. Shouting and crying of peddlers, hawkers and vendors which
disturbs the peace and quiet of the neighborhood;

(11) Drums for commercial purposes. The use of any drum or other instrument or device for
the purpose of attracting attention to any performance, show or sale by creation of
noise;

(12) Transportation of materials. The transportation of any material over the streets and
other public places so as to cause loud noises or so as to disturb the peace and quiet of
such streets;

(13) Pile drivers, hammers, etc. The operation between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
of any pile driver, steam shovel, pneumatic hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoists or
other appliances, the use of which is attended by loud or unusual noise;

(14) Blowers, fans, engines. The operation of any noise created by any blower or power fan
or any internal combustion engine, the operation of which causes noise due to the
explosion of operating gases or fluids, unless the noise from the blower is muffled and
the engine is equipped with a muffler device sufficient to deaden the noise.

Township Board approval.

(1) Any person, firm, or entity proposing to conduct any activity or operate any sound
producing device which is reasonably expected to produce a sound or occur at a time in
violation of this section shall apply to the Township Board for a permit to allow such



conduct or the use of such device. In determining whether to issue such permit, the
Township Board shall consider:

a. The date and time of the proposed conduct;
b. The location of the proposed conduct;

c. The nature and proximity of other dwellings and/or uses;

d. The type of proposed conduct and/or the type of device proposed to be used; and
e. The purpose for such conduct or the use of such device.

(2) The foregoing permit process shall apply only to those noises prohibited under
subsections (b)(2) and (b)(4) above. Any permit issued by the Township Board shall
specify the date, time, location, and duration of the permitted activity. The Township
Board may impose such other restrictions or conditions upon the issuance of such
permit as it may deem appropriate and/or necessary in the interests of the public health
and welfare.

Section 2. Validity and Severability.

Should any portion of this Ordinance be found invalid for any reason, such holding shall not be
construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 3. Repealer Clause.

Any ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed and superseded,
but only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

Section 4. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after adoption and publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Township.

Adopted on: April 14, 2021

Tish Mallory, Township Supervisor Terresa Frishie, Township Clerk

CLERK’S CERTIFICATE
| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted
by the Township Board of Seville Township, County of Gratiot, State of Michigan, at a regular
or special meeting held on April 14, 2021.



| further certify that pursuant to MCL 41.184, this Ordinance has been recorded in the
ordinance book and that the Supervisor and Clerk have authenticated the record by their official
signatures on the record.

Terresa Frisbie, Township Clerk




